
After 10 years of field surveys in the Italian Alps, outcrops of jades (jadeitite, 
omphacitite, eclogite), exploited from the end of the sixth millennium B.C., were 
discovered by CNRS researchers. This discovery was the subject of the research 
project JADE (National Agency for Research, France), developed between 2006 and 
2010.

Jade axe-heads circulated for considerable distances — that is 3,300 km from 
the West to the East, Ireland to Bulgaria, and more than 2,000 km from the North to 
the South, Denmark to Sicily — through Western Europe during the fifth and forth 
millenniums B.C.; they were originally produced in quarries located on Monte Viso 
(between 1,500 and 2,400 metres high).

In this book, the authors trace the discovery of Alpine quarries, production 
norms of socially valued axes and conditions of their transfer for long distances by 
using the ethnoarchaeological models of New Guinea. These polished blades were 
engaged in social competitions and used by elites for religious rituals.

Today, a very different panorama of the Neolithic can be proposed at the 
European scale, thanks to the study of about 1,700 jade axes. A form of theocratic 
power of which the most beautiful example is the row of monumental steles and 
huge cairns in Brittany, dating from the middle of the fifth millennium, was estab-
lished with the handling of myths and socially significant jade items.

The circulation of Alpine jades was then an extraordinary phenomenon on 
a vast unsuspected scale in non-egalitarian societies, where Varna to the east and 
Morbihan to the west appear as the two poles of European social dynamics during 
the fifth and forth millenniums.

JADE is co-published by Franche-Comté University Press (PUFC) and the 
Vallée de l’Ain Archaeological Research Center (CRAVA). This reference book in-
cludes two richly illustrated hardcover volumes for a total of 1,520 pages (944 col-
our documents, 177 black and white documents and 41 plates).

JADE contains 51 papers of authors from England, Germany, Belgium, Bul-
garia, Spain, France, Italy, the Netherlands and Switzerland in chapters written in 
French (with English abstracts) or English. The book develops — in a synthetic way 
but with the presentation of database information — the results of the international 
conference organized by the Research Institute for Social, Environmental Sciences 
and Humanities of Besançon (MSHE Ledoux), led from the 24th to the 26th of Sep-
tember 2009.

This book is intended for archaeologists, ethnologists, geologists and stu-
dents, but also for a general public interested in History and social functionings, 
Mineralogy and precious rock items. It is funded by the CRAVA, the Ministry of 
Culture (Archaeology division, France), the Archaeological Society of Jutland, the 
Valais Historical Museum, the Mixed Unity of Research (UMR) CNRS 8215 and the 
National Museums of Scotland.
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Public price: 120 €

The book includes two richly illustrated hardcover volumes for a total of 1,520 pages
(944 colour documents, 177 black and white documents and 41 plates)

THE BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE FROM MAY 15, 2012
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Email: annemarie.petrequin@free.fr
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